The Glories of the Messiah – Isa. 65:6; 2 Thess. 1:6 
Behold, it is written before Me, I will not keep silent, but I will repay; I will even repay into their bosom – Isa. 65:6
For after all, it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you – 2 Thess. 1:6 
Focal Truth: God’s justice is just in the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ 
Observations 
1. God’s justice is just - in permitting the church to endure sufferings until the return of Jesus Christ 1:4 -5 
We speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure. This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering.
a. God allows suffering in the believer’s life in this world to test our faith 
b. God allows suffering in the believer’s life to produce endurance & growth in our faith
c. God allows suffering in the believer’s life to prepare us for glories of heaven
d. God allows suffering in the believer’s life to produce worthiness for heaven 
2. God’s justice is just - in repaying sinners for their sinfulness when Jesus Christ returns 1:6
For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you
a. God in His good justice repays sinners who afflict believers with afflictions 
Isa. 59:18 – according to their deeds, so He will repay, wrath to His adversaries, recompense to His enemies, to the coastlands He will make recompense 
Heb. 6:10 – God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints
Ps. 55:23 – But You, O God will bring them down to the pit of destruction, men of bloodshed and deceit will not live out half their days. 
Deut. 23:32 – if. You truly obey His voice and do all that I say, then I will be an enemy to your enemies and an adversary to your adversaries
b. The return of the Lord Jesus is the beginning of the repayment of God’s anger on unrepentant sinners 
Rev. 19:15 – He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty
Matt. 16:27 – for the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels and will then repay every man according to his deeds 
c. The Lord repays unrepentant according to their sinfulness 
Gal. 6:7 – do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will reap 
Col. 3:25 – for he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality
d. Unrepentant sinners live under the wrath of God as long as they suppress & reject the gospel of Jesus Christ 
Rom. 1:18 – for the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness 
John 3:36 – He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him
3. God’s justice is just - in relieving the suffering of believers in the return of the Lord Jesus Christ 1:7 – 8
to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not obey the gospel of the Lord Jesus. 
a. Believers live in the assurance that God will relieve their sufferings and vindicate them in the return of Jesus Christ 
Heb. 10:30 – for we know Him who said, vengeance is Mine, I will repay. 
Ps. 94:12 –13 – Blessed is the man whom You chasten, O Lord, and whom you teach out of Your law; that you may grant him relief from the days of adversity, until a pit is dug for the wicked 
b. Believers live by faith coming to God in prayer in their afflictions waiting the return of the Lord Jesus 
Heb. 4:16 – therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need 
Tit. 2:13 - looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus
4. God’s justice is just - in giving retribution & eternal destruction to sinners for their sinfulness at the return of the Lord Jesus Christ 1:8 – 10  
To give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not obey the gospel of the Lord Jesus. 
These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed – for our testimony to you was believed
a. God will deal out eternal punishment on unrepentant  sinners at the return of Jesus Christ 
Retribution = punishment
b. God will pronounce the eternal penalty – sentence of eternal destruction on unrepentant sinners at the return of Jesus Christ 
c. Unrepentant sinners will be separated from the presence of God eternally 
5. God’s justice is just – in leading believers to live to glorify God until the return of the Lord Jesus Christ 1:11 – 12  
To this end we pray for you always, that our God will count you worthy of your calling and fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power, so that the name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ
a. Believers are worthy of heaven because of their suffering by faith on the earth
b. Believers desire to God’s will on earth while waiting for the return of Jesus Christ 
c. Believers glorify God on the earth as they do His will waiting for Jesus Christ to return
d. Believers live by grace to grace till Jesus Christ returns 

The Day Of Judgement
[bookmark: _GoBack]Day of judgement, day of wonders! 
Hark! the trumpet's awful sound, 
Louder than a thousand thunders, 
Shakes the vast creation round! 
How the summons will the sinner's heart confound. 

See the Judge, our nature wearing, 
Cloth'd in majesty divine! 
You who long for his appearing 
Then shall say, "This God is mine!" 
Gracious Saviour, own me in that day for thine! 

At his call, the dead awaken, 
Rise to life from earth and sea: 
All the pow'rs of nature shaken 
By his looks prepare to flee: 
Careless sinner, what will then become of thee? 

Horrors past imagination 
Will surprise your trembling heart, 
When you hear your condemnation, 
"Hence, accursed wretch, depart! 
"Thou with Satan and his angels have thy part!" 

Satan, who now tries to please you, 
Lest you timely warning take, 
When that word is past, will seize you, 
Plunge you in the burning lake: 
Think, poor sinner, thy eternal all's at stake. 

But to those who have confessed, 
Lov'd and serv'd the Lord below, 
He will say, "Come near, ye blessed, 
"See the kingdom I bestow; 
You for ever shall my love and glory know." 

Under sorrows and reproaches, 
May this thought your courage raise 
Swiftly God's great day approaches, 
Sighs shall then be chang'd to praise: 
We shall triumph when the world is in a blaze.
                                      ---John Newton
